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Press Release

Break Down the Barriers and Celebrate the Ability

IIT Kanpur Celebrating the Challenges Overcome by People with Disabilities

Kanpur, UP:IIT Kanpur’s Person with Disabilities (PwD) Cell organized a celebratory
event on 9t January, for people with disabilities and the challenges they have overcome.

According to the 2011 Census Report, in India there are 268.10 lakh disabled people
and 75 percent of them are unemployed. In the recent past, Government of India has
launched several initiatives like the Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan, aimed specifically at
people with disabilities. Aligning itself with this vision, IIT Kanpur’s PwD Cell is taking
small steps towards making the institute campus a friendlier place for people with
disabilities.

Prof. KS Venkatesh, Convener of the PwD Cell, highlighted some of these initiatives in
his address. “The PwD Cell is developing several tools and services to help students on
campus with disability. These include adapting courses to students’ needs, developing
gadgets specifically for the visually and aurally challenged and making all areas of the
campus accessible to the physically disabled,” he said.

A special website dedicated to the PwD Cell at IIT Kanpur was also launched at this
event. The website will act as an important resources for people with disabilities on
campus.Visit www.iitk.ac.in/pwd for more information.

Artificial Limbs Manufacturing Corporation of India (ALIMCO), a Government of
India Central Public Sector Enterprise developing rehabilitation aids for persons with
disability, had also put up a small showcase of its products, which included a jpystick-
operated wheelchair, motorised wheelchair, Braille Kit and MSIED Kits for children
suffering from mental disabilities.

Several other organizations working with people with disabilities were also invited to
deliver talks at the event. These includedSOCENTS, Lucknow (a social welfare
organization working on creating innovative solutions to society’s problems);Handicap
Welfare Department of Uttar Pradesh;Deaf and Dumb College Bithoor;
Dr.Ambedkar Institute of Technology for Handicapped, Kanpur; Sarthak
Educational Trust and EnAble India.
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